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Discussion Questions
Spring 2020
Unit 4: the Fin de Siècle
1
The author of “In Possession” Deborah Cohen describes about social change in her chapter (Cohen, 2006). The process of interior design in 1920s differs from that of 1880s in that it was done by women.  Additionally, it had very strong look while that of 1880s was done by men.
2
According to Cohen, (2006), the change occurred as a result of the change in both men and women’s role concerning house decoration as well as the change in women’s ability to own their husband’s properties. This is because they were no longer allowed to inherit their husband estates. 
3
Cohen’s chapter describes the themes presented in the book. For examples it focuses on the social changes that occurred between the men and women as well as change in roles between men and men and property ownership (Cohen, 2006).
4
According to Munch  (1891), the difference between “fin de siècle” and “belle époque” is that, “fin de siècle” referrers to closing stages of a century and relates or resembles the features of climatic and literary climate of the late 19th century while “belle époque” was an era distinguished by: hope; local peace; economic wealth; as well as technological, scientific, and cultural revolution.
5
A fresh appreciation for “the irrational” would influence politics at the closing stages of the 19th century in that they would cause new systems of alliance. These alliances would in turn up-surge international pressure. For example, imperial competition would lead to global political competition.
6
One of the major things that have not been mentioned in the task is the new artistic developments that have been created towards the closing stages of the 19th century. Additionally, the impacts of the new artistic development to the society or people way of life in modern era have not been mentioned too. 
Spring 2020
Unit 5.
1
The ideas expressed in the document are a celebration of 19th century and modernity in the sense that, it shows an establishment of creative movement that emphasized the enthusiasm, velocity, energy, and authority of the machine and the vivacity, transformation, and restiveness of contemporary life (Marinetti, 1909). For example in the 20th century, visual art and poetry were established. 
2
Marinetti’s thought about the declaration of the war in 1914 is that, he considered it a chance for reawakening of the sleeping manhood of the continent (Marinetti, 1909). He praised the war as a likely purifying and ennobling for European community particularly the European men. 
3
According to (Nordstrom, 2017), some of the new political as well as legal rights that were acquired by the working classes of Europe include child labor laws especially in England where children were no longer allowed to work; gender equality where women were consider same to men as well as right to vote, in Germany. 
4
According to Steinberg, (2017), the 1905 Russian Revolution was important because it was seen as the only uprising to be used in persuading Tsar Nicholas II to try the conversion of the Russian administration from a dictatorship into a constitutional monarchy, in other words it pushed for a popularly elected legislative body. 
5
Two long-term causes of WW1 are a) nationalism; this occurred because numerous groups were controlled by empires thus they fought for independence and b) imperialism; Germany was starting to expend her empire (Nordstrom, 2017). Hence it made Germany stronger, and France and Britain felt threatened by the power that Germany had.
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